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BRAZIL
The alcohol use is an important health problem, in virtue of the diverse associate problems.  There is a high prevalence of harmful alcohol use in patients of the Primary Health Care, being the office of the Communitarian Health Agent (CHA), approach the community among the service. Objective: evaluate the impact of training for the use of an instrument of screening for the abusive alcohol use (AUDIT), associated to the technique of Brief Intervention (BI), in the beliefs and attitudes of CHA, and to detect the main difficulties perceived during the process of implantation of this methodology. Method: 63 CHA were trained for screening and BI. The impact in the knowledge and beliefs of the CHA were evaluated by quantitative method (questionnaires) and qualitative (focal group). Results: The training contributed for improvement in the objective knowledge and a positive change of attitudes related to the practice of screening and BI, however, difficulties for implementation were detected during the accomplishment of routines. Discussion: This proposal points to the necessity of strategies of prevention and a more effective technician preparation to the CHA.  
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