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USA
     The Accelerating Alcohol Screening–Translating Research into Practice (AA-TRIP) project was designed to improve detection and management of alcohol problems in primary care patients with hypertension. AA-TRIP includes electronic medical records, academic detailing, practice feedback to help practices increase adherence to clinical guidelines. Of a total of 10,458 active patients with hypertension in intervention practices, 4,684 (44.8%) received alcohol screening.  In control practices, there were 8,678 active patients with a diagnosis of hypertension, of whom 1,525 (17.6%) were screened.  Screening rates varied considerably across practices; however, even after covariate adjustment and accounting for the clustering within practices, the odds of patients in intervention practices being screened were significantly higher (odds ratio = 9.8; 95% CI 1.5 to 62.3; p = 0.016) than the odds among patients in control practices.     Perceived time constraints, patient sensitivity to questions about alcohol, and possible stigma associated with a diagnosis of alcoholism were also relevant barriers requiring problem solving. 
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