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Background

Alcohol consumption is a matter of concern in most of the American countries.

Screening and Brief Intervention (SBI) for hazardous and harmful drinking has not been implemented in Central and SouthAmerica
The PanAmerican Health Organization (PAHO) has among its priorities the dissemination of SBI in those countries

Some experiences have already been conducted in Brasil by Tom Babor and colleagues

Commonalities in language and culture make it possible to share the spanish training experience with Central and South American
countries

We have adapted the materials from the Beveu Menys Program and from the Phepa Projet in order to suit the needs of those countries
Two pilot trainings have been delivered to PHC physicians and psychiatrists in Cuba and El Salvador.

Aim
To introduce the basic concepts of SBI in the country
To train opinion leaders in the use of SBI
To provide a training the trainers experience in order to disseminate SBI in the country
To provide ongoing support to the trainees

The experience in Cuba

Program Participants
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The experience in El Salvador

Participants
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Evaluation

+ Atthe end of the training all trainees filled anonimously an evaluation form
+ Allitems were answered following a five points Lickert scale ranging from 5 (excellent) to 1 (very poor).
+ There was also an open question for comments and suggestions

Evaluation form
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Conclusions
There’s a high level of interest in SBI in Central American + Commonalities with the spanish culture facilitate the
professionals training process
Participants background allows them to acquire new skills + Evaluation of training is rated very high
very easily + Results of those pilot studies can’t be generalized
The concept of risky drinking fits well in their cultural Acknowledgements:

conceptions. This collaboration has received partial funds from the ISCIII (Red de Centros C03/09).
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